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Archives and the Arsenal. As for the reason that led
to the deposition of the second manuscript with Lecourt
de "Villiere, they are not so diflficult to discover after the
path we have already trodden, as they were bound
to appear from the position taken up by MM. Perey
and Maugras, which was that Madame d'Epinay's
work was not intended, either by herself or by Grimm,
for publication. Certain as we now are that the work
was destined, and carefully prepared, for publication, but
only in an epoch when all contemporary witnesses had
disappeared, there is nothing extraordinary in the choice
made by Grimm of Lecourt de Yilliere, an obscure and
a trustworthy person, who had some special reasons for
personal attachment to Madame d'Epinay, in whose
household he had once held the position of steward.
The status of Lecourt de Villiere, we find, was not that
of secretary to Grimm, but of his confidential agent
and accountant, very much the same post, in fact,
which he had once held when in the employment of
Madame d'Epinay. Here was a man who, entrusted
with the document, would have been all the more willing
to deal with it in accordance with the instructions given
him because he would have been assured that the
motive was to serve the good name of a lady whose
generosity and kindheartedness, we know, rendered her
dependents devotedly attached to her. Lecourt de
Villi&re showed himself extraordinarily loyal and patient,
it must be admitted, in leaving to his " heirs" (whoever
they may have been) all the profits to be derived from
this transaction. But in connection with this heroic
patience and self-denial in refraining from all efforts to
arrange for the purchase of a saleable manuscript, it
should be remembered that, during the devolution,
Grimm's agent, and the former steward of Madame
d'Epinay, did wisely to keep in the background all
facts connected with his former employment by the
enemies of J. J. Rousseau; and that nothing would
have been more dangerous for a man in his position in his Prodigcdites d'un Fermier-
